It may "be stated, that with the exception of the five varieties marked with an asterisk, the casks from which these samples were taken had all "been received in London before the 20th of March, i. e., the period when the possible use of strychnine in the manufacture of bitter beer was first brought before the English public.
Not one of these varieties of beer, when tested with the greatest scrupulousness, gave the slightest evidence of the presence of strychnine.
The charge of adulteration of beer by strychnine has been proposed in a manner so vague, that it is difficult to fix it, and try its validity. The existence of the adulteration is not alleged in any particular sample of beer, nor the practice ascribed to any individual brewer or dealer. An English journalist adopts the charge, upon the report that such an opinion is entertained and expressed by a French chemist of distinction, M. Payen, in his public lectures at Paris. From this gentleman we have since obtained explanations, which define more closely the kind of charge which was actually made by him. The late M. Pelletier, the well-known manufacturer of organic products in France, had received at one time an order for an extraordinary quantity of strychnine, of which the destination was at first unknown to him ; but which he afterwards learned had been entirely exported to England, and used, as he informed M. Payen, to complete the bitter of certain kinds of beer.
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